not Mayotte should become a French department, 95.2 per cent of Mahorais voters were in favour (voter turnout: 61 per cent) (Larned, 2011) .
The case of Mayotte reminds us of another category of (largely small and self-governing) jurisdictions that may not wish to assume the mantle of full sovereignty. Indeed, there has been a sharp decline in the pursuit of sovereignty by sub-state regions and stateless nations that form part of larger multi-level states. The aims of subnational territorial movements, spearheaded by stateless nationalist and regionalist parties (SNRPs), tend to reflect a desire to embark on innovative autonomy arrangements that fall short of full sovereignty. But why choose something other than statehood?
Historical Unfolding
Starting with Ethiopia in 1941, no less than 129 countries have achieved independence in the last 70 years. This massive wave of decolonisation has been spearheaded by former colonies pressing for, and achieving, full sovereignty, as well as by the breakup of morally bankrupt empires (Soviet Union, Yugoslavia) in the face of agitations for self-determination by peoples who saw themselves as dispossessed, stateless nations. There remains today no shortage of potential candidates for independence: the UN Special Committee on Decolonisation (the Committee of 24) still monitors 16, 'non-self governing territories' (all but two being islands). There are hundreds of stateless regions and nations clamouring recognition, increased autonomy, and/or outright full sovereignty.
And yet, certainly amongst the smallest of these and various other (mainly island or archipelagic) territories, there is perhaps not much appetite for independence. Instead, most of these jurisdictions have decided that they would rather retain some aspects of autonomy while maintaining or seeking better terms of integration with their metropolitan/colonial power.
Many subnational regions and stateless nations are not interested in secession, and would have confirmed this in various independence referenda. Indeed, in a practice that can be dated back certainly as far as 1204 AD (in the case of the Channel Islands), various sub-national jurisdictions have secured or stuck to their autonomy status, and in some cases enhanced it. These include Denmark's Faroe Islands and Greenland, France's Mayotte, China's Hong Kong and Macau, and New Zealand's Cook Islands: they have benefitted from measures of self-government -often not shared by other component units of the polity -while remaining comfortably lodged within the purview of a larger, richer, metropolitan state. Indeed, there has been a growing acceptance on the parts of states that multiple tiers of governance can lead to better governance (thereby precipitating plans for the decentralisation or devolution of powers to subnational jurisdictions) whilst on the part of the subnational jurisdictions themselves, the benefits of maintaining a form of association with a larger state (be it 'free association' or 'sovereignty-association') often outweigh the risks associated with complete separation.
The advantages of affiliation, and the perils of independence -depending, of course, on one's point of view -are starkly evident in the following cases from recent decades, all drawn from the United Kingdom's Overseas Territories: catastrophic volcanic eruptions (Montserrat, Tristan da Cunha); the financing of expensive infrastructure projects, such as an international airport (St Helena); political corruption (Turks and Caicos); a banking scandal (Montserrat); the provision of security in the face of an invasion by another state (Falklands); and the rule of law in the face of rampant child abuse (Pitcairn).
Tweaking a Relationship
One key distinction between locales agitating for full independence and those stubbornly resisting it concerns the nature of the 'small peripheral territory versus metropolis' relationship. An identifiable region that lacks jurisdictional capacity, struggling against deliberate or perceived discrimination and repression from a larger rapacious state, feeling itself to be a disempowered or abused minority on economic, linguistic, cultural or ethnic grounds, and solidifying its identity claims with a suitable history and ontology, is more likely to breed overt and covert political resistance. This situation could spawn movements that could consider and present secession and independence as desirable political options, and fan popular sentiment in their favour. Secessionist parties in such territories would encourage the adoption of such a narrative. But what is seen as a benign patron state, perhaps keen to maintain the smaller unit within its purview, would be disposed to support its wards with welfare, employment, security, investment and other benefits, perhaps even citizenship, proving to one and all that their union pays dividends; that theirs is not a colonial, imperial or unequal relationship. These are classic strategies of 'territorial management', whereby states seek to accommodate the interests and demands of subnational regions in order to ward off the threat of secession and strengthen the unity of the state (Keating, 1988) . Indeed, if territorial management strategies for different subnational regions are unequal or asymmetric, it is usually to the advantage of the smaller unit.
Elites, and the general public, in many small territories have mobilised in support of such an evolving relationship with a former colonial power; preferring this to the alternative of independence. The latter could, in practice, lock in a status of being alone, poor and destitute in a harsh and unforgiving world. But it could also mean locking into an unhappy, political subservience with a different, larger, closer power. So little Anguilla in 1968 seceded from St Kitts-Nevis-Anguilla, preferring to remain a colony of London than a colony of Basseterre.
Mayotte has emphatically preferred Paris to Moroni, the capital of neighbouring Comoros. The Dutch Antilles also broke up because its constituent parts would rather be directly subordinate to distant Amsterdam than to neighbouring Willemstad, in Curaçao. In these and similar cases, the metropolitan power may be complicit in facilitating this move: historically, of the former colonial powers, France has probably been keenest to maintain its empire, and co-opt its wards via assimilation (Guadeloupe, Martinique, French Guiana and Réunion from as early as 1946). With its numerous overseas departments and territories (and mainly islands) scattered all over the planet, France possesses the second-largest Exclusive Economic Zone in the world, covering 11,035,000 km 2 , only just behind the US (with 11,351,000 km 2 ).
Of course, in the struggle for loyalty and legitimacy, a state sympathetic to the smaller territory's continued integration and perseverance within the status quo would look nervously at any movements agitating for secession; so also would the politico-economic elites of the smaller unit (unless they themselves were pro-independence). (Türsan, 1998; Elias, 2008) . However, constitutional restructuring is not the only goal of these movements. According to Hepburn (2009) , such parties seek the general aim of 'territorial empowerment', which includes seeking to enhance the political, socioeconomic and cultural capacity of the region, often within the framework of the state. The presence and activities of independence-leaning movements can contribute significantly to a more successful negotiation with, and securing of even more generous measures of autonomy and capacity from, metropolitan powers. This is especially true when SNRPs can exploit the existence of a distinct history, culture, language and identity to form the basis of their nationalist discourse and claims for self-determination (Keating, 1988; Elias, 2008; Hepburn, 2009 ). This mobilisation can also be facilitated by the existence of autonomy arrangements which enable the territory to flex its capacity, and potential for even more self-government, as a political entity. In some cases, territories are bracing for eventual independence referenda (Bougainville, New Caledonia, Scotland) or may entertain fresh referenda for the same purpose (Tokelau, Nevis).
Greenland/Kalaallit Nunaat has held a non-binding referendum on enhanced autonomy in 
Who Needs Independence?
Strong arguments -cultural, fiscal, economic and political -in favour of independence remain.
Many can arise out of sheer frustration with existing autonomy arrangements. Should these be interpreted by the public, or its elites, as similar to the oppression that characterised many colonial relationships, then agitation for independence can be expected. And yet, the drive for independence à la vingtième siècle has practically ground to a snail's pace; and this is worthy of some reflection.
First, such an 'infinite pause' is partly due to the changing nature of states in a postWestphalian system. On one hand, the international system grants considerable powers and legitimacy to existing states, themselves embroiled in an intricate web of bilateral and multilateral treaties. With few exceptions, like Antarctica or Svalbard, 'three-dimensional national cages' (Palan, 2003: 97) Keating, 2005 ). Yet involvement in a 'Europe of the Regions' is not the only option available to subnational movements; the security afforded by EU membership may also make the drive for full sovereignty more appealing (as evidenced by the SNP's 'independence in Europe' platform).
There are numerous SNRPs, also described as 'ethno-regionalist parties' (Miodownik and Cartrite, 2006; Türsan, 1998) , in Europe today that command significant public support, and even participate in national governing coalitions. Many have moved from fringe/niche/pariah status to mainstream political players, with all the challenges that this shift from 'protest to power' entails (Hepburn, 2009) . Perhaps counter-intuitively, the drive for wholesale independence may have been dampened by this shift to the mainstream. The co-optation of such parties into national politics, and the granting of some of their requests for devolution, may have been part of a 'territorial management' strategy by metropolitan powers to detract support for secession (Of course, this strategy could backfire, as appears to be the case with Scotland and the recent rise in popularity of the SNP, though not necessarily a rise in support for independence).
Indeed, demands for independence have become more and more uncommon amongst the SNRPs of Europe. Rather than clamour for full sovereignty, the majority of SNRPs have, over time, opted for creative forms of shared sovereignty within an integrationist Europe (Hepburn, 2010) . This is reflected in the composition and autonomy claims of the European Free Alliance (EFA), the premier alliance of SNRPs in the EU. Most members seek to renegotiate their autonomy within a 'Europe of the Peoples and Nations', rather than demand separate membership of a 'Europe of States' (Elias, 2008; Hepburn, 2010; Hooghe, 1996; Jeffery, 2002; Keating, 2005; Loughlin, 1996) . This accommodation strategy is also seen in the realpolitik of fringe independentist parties -as currently exist in the Balearic Islands (Catalonia/Spain), Corsica (France) and Sardinia (Italy). In his contribution to this collection, André Fazi meticulously charts how independence-leaning parties in these three SNIJs can still impact on public policy, especially by increasing the polarisation and fragmentation amongst nationalist parties of various dispositions.
Third, and somewhat ironically, at a time when the international relations climate is increasingly safe to states qua states, irrespective of size (e.g. Bartmann, 1992) , there are clear economic and security advantages in being associated with a larger, richer, metropolitan patron. permissive and generous arrangements for international relations available to any dependent territory in the world" (Bartmann, 2008: 72; emphasis in original) .
Island Cases
The reference to the Cooks alerts us to another particularity of this volume: we are only dealing here with independence movements on islands. It is well known that islands can inform us about such dynamics as decolonisation, post-colonialism, globalisation, para-diplomacy and other variations around the sovereignty theme generally. Their pedigree as 'enclave meta-geographies' (Sidaway, 2007) , evocative platforms to various disciplinary concerns and pursuits -whether it is evolutionary biology, social anthropology or, more recently, green energy and climate change -is widely acknowledged. Secondly, islands represent quintessential platforms for nation-states, since as delineated spaces, discrete bounded territories that are at once knowable and, because of their consolidated form, readily defensible, they function as ideal embodiments of the state's relationship to the nation (Peckham, 2003: 503) . The finite island geography aids the nurturing of a sense of identity that is contiguous with territory (Anckar, 2005; Baldacchino, 2005; Srebrnik, 2004) ; perhaps one strong explanation for the existence of only a dozen or so islands in the world divided between more than one country (Royle, 2001: 150-2 Indies Federation. And yet, the candidates for such a spectacular fission need not be confined to imperial remnants: the very heart of empire may be also affected. The British Isles include a diverse set of 'countries', counties, islands and archipelagos that enjoy different degrees of autonomy: from the offshore finance driven 'crown colonies' of the Channel Islands; to the oil-rich municipality of Shetland. Should the SNP, in power in Scotland at the time of writing, hold and 'win' its promised independence referendum, would this catalyse political fission across the UK?
The real prospects of an independent Scotland could, for example, easily affect the status and political aspirations of Shetland, Orkney and the Western Isles (would they rather be wards of London than of Edinburgh?) as well as the Isle of Man, Jersey, Guernsey, Wales and Northern
Ireland. Yet, the most likely outcome of the SNP's proposed referendum on independence is the option of 'independence-lite' or 'devolution max' which mimics the sovereignty-association model. A vote in favour of this option, argues the SNP, would also be seen as a victory for the party as it constitutes a further step towards the unravelling of the UK along post-sovereignty lines.
As documented in the contribution by Britt Cartrite to this collection, it appears that it is high time to start conceiving of an alternative to the current 'United Kingdom'.
